
 

 

Friends of the Mukwonago River 
ENJOY THE OUTDOORS.  MEET FRIENDS. LEARN SOMETHING NEW.  SHARE. 

HAVE FUN. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
 
Our Mission 
The mission of the Friends of the Mukwonago River is to protect the Mukwonago River and its 
associated watershed ecosystems by way of education, advocacy, and promotion of sound land 
use throughout the watershed. 

 
Our History 
FOMR was formed in 1999 by Nancy Gloe and Ezra Meyer to mitigate some of the potential 
threats to the Mukwonago River watershed and its natural resources, primarily from 
development. In 2005, FOMR received 501(c) 3 non-profit status.  Many partners, members, 
and volunteers over the years have worked tirelessly on behalf of the river. We have had great 
success and have much more to do to protect this unique river system. 

 
The Significance of This Watershed 
Because of its high quality waters and wetlands, the Mukwonago River watershed was 
selected in the early 2000′s as one of three focal sites globally to be reviewed by the 
international Nature Conservancy Wetlands Network. The Wisconsin Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy has designated the Mukwonago River watershed one of its four “Last Great 
Places” in Wisconsin, and the organization protects nearly 1300 acres in the watershed, 
including the headwaters of the river.  Local governments have included this river in their 
open space plans. Land trusts are working to protect lands here. Many landowners are 
actively involved in using best practices to keep the waters in the best shape. 

 
The challenge of protecting the outstanding resources of the Mukwonago River in the face of 
potential threats is one that the watershed community is capable of meeting. Where 
development is to occur, practices exist for development design, storm water management, and 
land and water conservation that will serve to help us meet the objective. Public and private 
land preservation can play a key role in protecting the natural heritage of the Mukwonago River 
watershed for the enjoyment of current and future generations. 
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Fish diversity: 

What’s so special about the Mukwonago River? 
 

  The Mukwonago River is home to over 50 different species of fish. For a stream of this size, over 20 species 
would be considered quite diverse.  Only much larger systems like the Wisconsin and the Mississippi have 
comparable levels of fish diversity. 

  10 of the state’s 11 species of Sunfish (including the threatened Longear Sunfish) live in the Mukwonago 
River. It is the only stream in Wisconsin where this occurs. 

  All three species of Killifish (or Topminnows) found in Wisconsin, including the federally endangered 
Starhead Topminnow, live in the Mukwonago River. This is the only stream in the state where this occurs. 

 
Freshwater mussel diversity: 

 
  The Mukwonago River contains 15 different species of freshwater mussels, including the endangered 

Rainbow Shell and the threatened Slippershell and Ellipse mussels. Mussels are the most threatened family of 
animals in North America, due principally to water quality deterioration in most of the nation’s freshwater bodies. 

 
High quality, diverse wetlands: 

 
  The Mukwonago River watershed features a diverse and extensive system of intact wetlands that help 

support its high water quality and species diversity.  These wetlands are one of the important reasons 
explaining why the Mukwonago River is known as one of the most biologically diverse and highest quality rivers 
in the state. 

 
Excellent overall ecosystem condition: 

 
  Due to its excellent water quality, minimal level of disturbance, and diverse habitat types (particularly the 

abundant spring-fed wetlands), the river also supports a high diversity of waterfowl, reptiles, amphibians, 
insects, aquatic plants, and wetland types. The Mukwonago, for example, supports one of the last and largest 
stands of wild rice in Southeastern Wisconsin. 

 
High rates of groundwater recharge: 

 
 Due in large part to the glacial soils found throughout most of the watershed, and combined with the fact that the 

watershed is relatively undeveloped, groundwater recharge rates in the watershed are significant. Much of 
the life described above relies heavily on the consistent inflow of groundwater for its survival.  The human 
communities in the watershed also rely on the groundwater aquifers supplied by this recharge.  Today, those 
aquifers are being pumped excessively potentially threatening the future economic viability of the region – 
maintaining proper groundwater recharge is more important than ever. 
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